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Abstract 
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Introduction 

Up-to-date global society is subject to exhibition of relative 

cross-cultural averaging and a considerably neutralized dimension of 

value scales, simultaneously typifying a vast variety of peoples. A 

therefore justified emphasis is laid on the relevance of irrevocable 

acceptance and advocating the existence of national identities as 

such. A scope of personal qualities and behavioural patterns, 

representative of a specific national environment is not unique per 

se, since similar models may be encountered within other ethnic 

groups and communities, constituting reasonable grounding for 

demarcation of cross-cultural universals and appearance of the so 

called “common denominator of cultures” [1]. An opposite point of 

view, the present article adheres to, attaches greater significance to 

peculiar successions of common universals, encapsulating each 

national identity and thus turning it into an inimitable concept-

framework [2].  

The genesis of national identities is a multifaceted long-

term process, triggered off by a constellation of factors, including 

geopolitical, historical, economic, linguistic, religious, etc. angles in 
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their unity and uninterrupted, consistent focused influence. Basic 

axiological dominants traced to an ethnic community, exist in an 

abstract and non-abstract form, shaped by national creative and 

intellectual activity, hence being mentally digested, highlighted and 

structured by the society.  

Illustrative is apparently national linguistic space, where 

peculiar ethnic traits are granted verbal and emotional evaluation, 

contributing to understanding the relationship between a human-

being and the surrounding world upon the whole, as well as each 

national unit, transmitting its crucial axiological foundations via the 

language [3]. British national identity in particular is no exception to 

the above-mentioned principle. If modelled on the basis of the 

national linguistic scope, it demonstrates a patchwork of 

fundamental ethno-specifying formants, each being an indispensable 

part of British mentality. Their static representation and co-existence 

can be observed in British paremiological fund, a stock of most 

frequent British proverbs and sayings. Essential is that each concept, 

embodied by the proverbial minimum, has its own component 

hierarchy.  

 

The empirical base and the research methods 

The present research is aimed at a detailed analysis of the 

concept “Empiricism”, tracing its paremiology-based structure, 

mapping its associative-axiological fabric and defining its place in 

the system of British national identity.  

The methodology is constituted by the method of semantic 

interpretation of authentic paremiological data selected on the basis 

of continuous dictionary sampling, and the method of mind-

mapping, providing an illustrative visualized concept-scheme.  

The sum total of proverbial items studied within the 

framework of the present research, counts 903 most frequent 

instances out of 1100 expressions, constituting modern British 

paremiological minimum [6]. The excluded 197 items were neutral 

in terms of their ethnic-specific colouring.  

 

The research results and their discussion 

Empiricism predetermines derivation of knowledge from 

authentic experience, disclaiming a fact-prior-to-experience doctrine, 

which presupposes that a human mind can possibly have housed 

concepts and bits of information before their immediate sensual 

perception. Common sense, irrefutable logic and utility are 

characteristic of British national conscience and shape sensual, 

experimental superiority over abstract notions.  
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Contemplating the origin of the phenomenon, it could be 

assumed that practicality is rooted in British history. Once one of the 

most influential colonial world powers, the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland itself was otherwise a relatively remote 

land, limited territory- and resource-wise, meaning it needed to 

execute a reasonable approach to their use. Sound logic and reason 

are part and parcel of British detective literature, putting forward the 

efficiency of deductive methods, the offspring of rationality.  

British paremiological fund provides the following 

associative-axiological linguistic application of the construct 

“Empiricism”, counting at least 6 domineering sub-layers.  

 

1. Logic, reasonable mentality, deduction.  

Logical conclusions are drawn going by vivid universal 

truths, reality facts or empirical situational context.  

 

Table 1. Paremiology-based illustration of logic, 

reasonable mentality and deduction 

 
 

2. Caution, distrustfulness, observation, attention towards 

detail.  
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One is warned against surface argumentation, based on 

potentially false first-sight impressions, making judgement in 

accordance with visible, apparent features of objects and people, thus 

supporting a profound, advanced analysis. 

 

Table 2. Paremiology-based illustration of caution, 

observation, attention towards detail 

 
 

3. Consistency and mental orderliness. 

It is essential to structure the reality, modelling logical 

successions and deciphering cause-effect linking and relation. 
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Table 3. Paremiology-based illustration of consistency 

and mental orderliness  

 
 

4. Shrewdness, calculation, situational scenario 

programming.  

Vital importance is attached to the rule of contraries and 

Murphy's Law, welcoming spontaneous feedback and inventiveness, 

provided a certain occasion demands the latter. 

 

Table 4. Paremiology-based illustration of shrewdness 

and calculation 

 
 

5. Utility and adherence to practice-oriented 

argumentation.  

Practical experience is a cornerstone element of British 

empiricism and interpretation of the surrounding realia. Constant 
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experimentation facilitates gaining understanding of multi-layer 

process-functioning mechanisms. 

 

Table 5. Paremiology-based illustration of utility and 

practice-oriented argumentation 

 
 

6. Craftiness and slyness.  

Acting in a cunning way is an extreme measure, provoked 

by an inability to find an alternative, fairer outcome of a complicated 

occurrence, raising a dichotomy with British justice. The quantitative 

index of such proverbs and sayings, however, approximates the 

minimum. 

 

Table 6. Paremiology-based illustration of craftiness and 

slyness 

Illustrative 

proverbs and 

sayings 

Commentary 

If you can’t beat 

them, join them 

One might always consider an unjust, but by 

far more accessible and less painstaking 

outcome 

 

To draw an illustrative associative-axiological map of the 

paremio-semantic poles of the concept Empiricism in the English 

language paremiological minimum, the method of mind-mapping has 

been resorted to [4]. The technique is traced to marking out a nuclear 

element, and surrounding it with an associative radial network of 

adjacent concept frames, their hypothetic number tending to infinity. 

Mind-mapping, originally applied in business, case-studies, problem-

solving, etc., demonstrates solid axiological potential, contributing to 

drawing up ethnospecific concept-maps, showing interrelation 

among their elements [5].  
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Picture 1. The mind-map of the concept Empiricism, modeled on 

the basis of British paremiological fund 

 

The quantitative index of Empiricism-related proverbs and 

sayings equals 139 items communicated via 6 associative sub-layers, 

as listed above, which places the concept onto the 4
th

 level in the 

frequency hierarchy of British national identity traits, extrapolated 

on the basis of the English language paremiological minimum.  

 

Picture 2. The frequency index of paremiological 

representation of British national identity constituents (based on 

the study of British paremiological fund) 
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Conclusion 

The undertaken research has evidenced high ethnospecific 

potential of national linguistic data, such as a paremiological fund, 

serving as a vivid, up-to-date incarnation of key national identity 

traits, ciphered in the language, graded and placed in accordance 

with their frequency index; enabled extrapolation of a concrete 

concept, mapping its paremio-semantic structure, and defining its 

position in the overall hierarchy of British values.  

The research gives ground for further investigation and 

cross-cultural implementation of mind-mapping to visualize separate 

concept-matrixes as well as national identity charts.  
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